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Introduction

At the time of writing, it has been about a year since I have set out on
my journey within sports analytics. My inspiration for this project was to
learn and apply the skills that I would need to provide valuable insights to
football clubs and enthusiasts around the world. It is my hope to look back
at this project a few years from now and realize how poor it is. Not because
the work is poor but because I will continue to make improvements and
earn the ability to develop even better work.

I chose to analyze Leicester City during the 2015-16 EPL Season as
it is arguably the biggest underdog triumph in modern sports. I remember
learning of the news that they had clinched the title in 2016. I was in Grade
11 of High School at the time and I remember seeing all of the reactions
surrounding the team both through social media and public conversations.
As a team with 5000-1 odds to win the Premier League, they had done the
impossible. They won the elusive title in just their second consecutive year
in the English top flight and knocked off all of their counterparts who had
the luxury of fielding world class players and much higher budgets.

This project was my opportunity to evaluate for myself the factors that
led to their success using analytics. Were Mahrez and Kanté truly as
gamebreaking as they were perceived that season? Was Jamie Vardy the
best Striker in the Premier League? Were Leicester City counterattack
merchants who patiently sat in a low block? Was their triumph mostly due
to good fortune? These were the questions that I aimed to answer using
the numbers. I must confess that I did not watch any of their matches that
season (criminal I know). In a perfect world, you want the analytics and the
eye test to both be in alignment to make the most informed decisions
possible. In this case, I will do my best to craft my story of their season
strictly using the numbers.

For this project, I used the 2015-16 Season data provided by
StatsBomb. This data is free and can be used by the general public. It is
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important to note that this data and my subsequent analysis only includes
the English Premier League (EPL). It does not include other competitions
such as the FA Cup or UEFA Champions League.

I want to end this section by acknowledging and thanking everyone
who has provided me feedback on this project and those who have helped
me along the way. I hope that this project can be an entertaining read while
also providing useful insights.
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10 Game Rolling Averages

The cliché saying in the sports world is that it is a results based
business. Staying true to this saying, this is where my evaluation of
2015-16 Leicester City begins. Figure 1 displays the points earned by the
top 6 EPL teams using a 10 game rolling average. It can be seen that
Leicester City were averaging the second lowest point total among the top
6 teams for the first 10 matches but surged to peaks of 2.6 points per game
during Matchweek 17 and 2.64 points per game during Matchweek 36.
That season, the club’s average points per game never fell lower than 1.58
(Matchweek 11). Not only did Leicester City achieve the highest peaks,
they were also a very consistent club without much variance in their results.

Figure 1:
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While results are how success is measured, they tell us nothing about
how a team actually performs. This is especially the case in a sport like
football where there are countless variables that can significantly affect the
outcome of matches. The net xG rolling average aids us in measuring a
team’s performance during individual matches by summing the xG of their
shots and subtracting it by the xG of the opponent’s shots. The theory is
that if your team has a higher xG than your opponent, your team is creating
more dangerous opportunities and should both score more goals and win
more matches over the long run. At their peaks, Manchester City and
Arsenal dominated teams with an average net xG above 1. While Leicester
City never reached those levels of dominance, they consistently created
more dangerous chances than their opponents with very little variance in
performance. They were consistently involved in patterns of play where
they were outplaying their opponents with the team never dropping below
0.21 net xG.

Figure 2:
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Passing Networks & Formation

Diving a little deeper, I wanted to identify if Leicester City played a
certain style of football or whether they had certain preferences within their
build up play. This was done by creating passing networks for all 38
Premier League matches they played that season. Larger circles represent
players who were involved in the most passes and ball receipts while
thicker lines between the circles indicate passing networks that were used
more frequently. A clear observation is that Leicester City mostly played
and received passes within the middle of the pitch. This naturally makes
sense since the midfield area is usually the area where most passes are
completed. What is more interesting in my opinion is that most of Leicester
City’s players are clustered together. This is shown within the plots as most
of the circles overlap with each other. Based on these passing networks, it
can be speculated that Leicester City were focused on packing the midfield
area, winning the ball and attempting to find line breaking passes to their
forwards.
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Figure 3:
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Based on these passing networks I plotted the position of each player
using k-means clustering. I set the n=11 since there are 11 players on the
pitch and used the average location for each cluster. Figure 4 displays the
results of the clustering. From these clusters I was able to plot the Starting
XI used most frequently by Leicester City during the 2015-16 EPL season.
This is displayed in Figure 5.

Figure 4:
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Figure 5:

That season, Leicester City relied heavily on the 4-4-2 formation and
frequently maintained the same group of players within their Starting XI. As
a team in only their second year in the EPL post promotion, this was a
smart strategy to employ. Historically, roster depth takes multiple transfer
windows to strengthen assuming those transfer windows are successful.
Naturally, newly promoted teams have weaker roster depth since they have
not had the necessary transfer windows or budgets to compete with
established Premier League teams. While Leicester City were able to rely
on their core group of players, many teams are unable to do so due to
injuries or player demands. In this aspect, Leicester City were very
fortunate to avoid any serious injuries to their key players. Though Claudio
Ranieri and his coaching staff must be commended for establishing
successful team selections.
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Total Minutes Played

Leicester City had 10 players who logged over 2500 minutes and 3
players who ranked in the Top 25 for minutes played (excluding
goalkeepers). I believe this prolonged amount of time on the pitch relative
to other teams developed a stronger sense of cohesiveness and chemistry
within the first team, contributing greatly to their success.

Figure 6:
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Figure 7:
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Basic & Underlying Stats

Leicester’s historic season ended with them finishing with 81 points,
10 more than second place Arsenal. They also scored the third most goals
in the Premier League and had the 5th highest net xG value. According to
xG they were generating the most dangerous scoring chances in the
league with 66 goals expected.

Amazingly, Leicester City really outperformed their xGA metric,
conceding 10 fewer goals than expected. This statistic points to the fact
that their defense was operating at a level well above their baseline and
were due for a regression. If instead, the team conceded 46 goals which
was their xGA, Leicester City would not have been crowned champions
and you would not be reading this analysis. Alas, with every underdog
story, lots of things have to go a team’s way. It is all a part of the magic of
sports.

A possible reason for this disparity is that Leicester City were adept at
blocking shots, especially those with a high xG value. It is also possible that
Leicester City’s opponents were under pressure at the time of the shots
which greatly reduced the likelihood of goals.
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Table 1:

Of course, I was not satisfied with a basic team table, so I created a
table that tracked metrics when Leicester City had possession of the ball.
According to the numbers, Leicester City were near the bottom of the
league in ball possession, passes completed, and pass %. The team
ranked in the middle of the pack in successful dribbles, shots, and dribble
%. The shot % statistic is where the club shined the brightest. They ranked
first in the league in this metric by more than one percentage point. This
means that the shots they took resulted in goals more often than any other
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team in the league that season. The team’s performance in all these
categories reflect the profile of a team that plays a very direct style of
football. According to the numbers, they appear to be a team that looks to
attack the opposing net quickly while being elite at finishing their chances
when they’re created.

Table 2:

Figure 8:
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Average Number of Passes Before Shots & Goals

This notion is further reinforced when evaluating the pass to shot
correlation matrix shown in Figure 8. The blue dots represent Leicester City
and each dot represents a match they played. Most of the blue dots are
clustered in the middle left area of the plot which shows that Leicester City
did not pass the ball as much as the other teams in the EPL that season
while largely being average in the number of shots taken.

This is further reflected in the average number of passes before a
shot. Leicester City ranks dead last in this statistic which starkly contrasts
the teams who finished in the top half of the table that season. Similarly,
they ranked in the bottom 5 teams for average number of passes before
goals.
The fact that they were able to play this style of football and be as
successful as they were is a true testament to the buy-in of the players,
manager Claudio Ranieri, and the supporting coaching staff who developed
and implemented this style of play.

Figure 8:
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Figure 9:
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Figure 10:
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Progressive Actions

In football, the teams that win games more often than not work the
ball up the field into dangerous areas consistently. Not only does this create
opportunities for them to score but it also drastically decreases the
opponent’s probability of scoring since they then have to work the ball up
the field from a further distance. By evaluating a team’s progressive
actions, we can have a better idea of a team’s ability to work the ball up the
field. A progressive action is a pass or carry where the team advances the
ball at least 25% closer to the opponent’s goal from the attacking 60% of
the field. Leicester City finished in the middle of the pack for progressive
passes, progressive carries, and progressive actions (progressive passes +
progressive carries). Thus, we can say that Leicester City were not a team
that worked the ball up the field with great volume. While this is true, they
are also the team with the lowest number of passes before shots on
average as seen in the prior section. Therefore, we can expect these
results to be in line according to their playstyle. Riyad Mahrez and Jeffrey
Schlupp were two players who stood out amongst the Leicester City
players for progressive actions, notably for their ability to progress the ball
up the pitch by carrying it.

On the other side of the ball, Leicester City were around league
average for progressive actions against. This could mean that Leicester
City preferred to sit deeper in their defending third of the pitch, allowing
their opponents to progress the ball up to a certain area before pressing to
try and win it back.
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Figure 11:

Figure 12:
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Figure 13:

Figure 15:
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Figure 14:

Figure 17:
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Figure 15:
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Figure 16:
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Danger Passes & Areas of Danger

Passes dominate the game of football. On average a player at the
professional level has possession of the ball for about 30 to 90 seconds in
a 90 minute game. With this in mind, I wanted to capture the passes that
were directly involved in the build up to a shot. I define these passes as
danger passes; these are the passes that lead to a shot within 15 seconds
of being received. The team leaders in this statistic were Danny Drinkwater
and Riyad Mahrez who both averaged three danger passes per game. As a
team, Leicester City finished in the bottom 5 of the EPL in danger passes.
While Leicester City did not have a high frequency of danger passes
compared to the rest of the Premier League, they did have the 4th highest
average distance for their danger passes. This further suggests that
Leicester focused on playing direct football, often hitting teams on the
counterattack rather than moving the ball up the field with a large volume of
passes.

Figure 17:
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Figure 18:

Figure 19:
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To further understand how Leicester City found their success, I
wanted to determine if they had attacking preferences or deliberate
strategies to control the ball in certain areas of the pitch when in
possession. This was done by creating a heatmap capturing the location
where the ball was controlled 15 seconds prior to a shot. From this plot, we
can see that Leicester City possessions were extremely likely to end in a
shot when they had control of it in the attacking area closest to the
opponents goal with a heavy bias on the right side. Interestingly, the team
was not a major threat to shoot the ball when controlling the ball within the
attacking midfield position. Instead, a shot was more likely when they had
control of it within their own half, particularly the right side and their
defensive third.

Figure 20:
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Leicester City were most likely going to shoot the ball when they had
control of it within the areas discussed above, but what about goals? Based
on this heatmap, we can see that Leicester City were extremely dangerous
when the ball was inside the penalty area and the area to the right of it. In
fact, when Leicester City had possession of the ball within the area beside
the right corner flag, it was given that they would create a deadly attacking
play. They were the most dangerous team in the Premier League when
they had possession in this area. The team also ranked above average on
the left flank and within their own goalkeeper’s penalty area. This made
defending the Leicester City attack a nightmare for teams since they were
dangerous from many different areas of the pitch.

Figure 21:
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Final Third Entries
As you can probably guess, Leicester City ranked towards the bottom

of the league in final third entries per game. They also ranked in the middle
of the pack in final third entries against per game. When they got the ball
into the opposition’s final third, they were able to punish them. Conversely,
when their opponents got the ball within their final third they would bend but
not break as shown in the xGA back in Figure 8.

Figure 22:
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Figure 23:
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Patterns of Play

Now that the data was telling me that Leicester City played a direct
style of football, I wanted to determine how most of their shots and goals
came about. To do this, I looked at the play pattern for all of their shots and
goals and compared them to the rest of the Premier League using a
stacked bar chart. For shots, Leicester City has a similar profile to teams
with similar shot attempts. Although, they did have more shots from penalty
kicks and from counterattacks. By looking at the play pattern of their goals,
the biggest observation is that Leicester City scored a much higher
proportion of their goals from penalty kicks than any other club. In fact, that
season, Leicester City scored 10 goals from the penalty spot while the club
with the second highest mark was Norwich City with 6 goals from penalties.
While there is certainly some luck involved in winning that many penalty
kicks, it is also a positive outcome that results from playing a direct style of
football. By sending direct balls and attackers towards the defending team’s
penalty area, the likelihood of winning a penalty kick increases drastically.

Another notable result was that Leicester City averaged one
counterattack shot per game which is tied with the most in the Premier
League. They also had the highest counterattack xG that season at 6.66.
This means that Leicester City created the most dangerous chances from
the counterattack in the EPL that season. Riyad Mahrez and Jamie Vardy
were invaluable in these situations due to their ability to play at a high
tempo, beat players off the dribble and convert their chances into goals.
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Figure 24:
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Figure 25:
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Figure 26:
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Clustering Playstyles

To bring it all together, I decided to cluster the 20 teams in the EPL
based on ball possession, short passes per game divided by long passes
per game (SPPLBP), and non-penalty xG. This simple methodology was
inspired by Amyr Mahdy's article Decoding Football Teams: Unveiling
Playing Styles Through Clustering Analysis.

I chose to categorize the teams into 4 clusters using the elbow
method and reviewed the results to see if they made sense. The results
from this cluster analysis were interesting as I was able to categorize the
teams into 4 distinct archetypes. The first cluster group Cluster 0 is named
the Bottom Dwellers. This group of teams rank poorly in possession,
non-penalty xG, and SPPLBP. These teams often concede control of the
game to their opponents who take the opportunities to create dangerous
chances. Ranking poorly in all three areas indicates that the team is more
often than not trying to survive waves of an opponent’s attack without
conceding. The low SPPLBP could indicate that the team is trying to catch
their opponents on the counterattack with long balls. It could also indicate
that they are trying to relieve immediate pressure by playing hopeful long
balls. The teams within this cluster are Sunderland, West Bromwich Albion,
Newcastle United, Crystal Palace, Aston Villa, Stoke City, Norwich City, and
Watford.

Cluster 1 is named the Dominant Powerhouses. The teams in this
group rank well in possession, non-penalty xG, and SPPLBP. In short, this
group displays the characteristics of a typical title contender, teams that not
only achieve results but command dominance of the game through
controlled short passes, high possession, and dangerous chance creation.
The teams in this cluster are Manchester City, Arsenal, Chelsea, Liverpool,
and Tottenham.

Cluster 2 is named Long Ball Specialists. These teams have lower
SPPLBP values but rank well in the non-penalty xG category. Leicester City

34



belong to this cluster along with Southampton and West Ham United. It is
important to note that among these three teams, Leicester City had a
significantly lower possession percentage.

Finally, Cluster 3 is named Short Passing Possession Based for self
explanatory reasons. These teams rank well in SPPLBP and possession,
although not quite at the level of the Dominant Powerhouses. They also
underperform in the non-penalty xG statistic. These teams include
Manchester United, Swansea City, and AFC Bournemouth.

Figure 27:

35



Table 3:
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Measuring on-ball Value Using xT

Undoubtedly, having an identity and committing to a playstyle
contributes to good performances but in the end, it is the players on the
field who ultimately determine the outcome of games. Thanks to
advancements within soccer analytics over the past decade plus, we can
quantify a player’s on ball value using position-based xT and value added
xT. Position-based xT is calculated by determining the probability of a shot
being taken from an area of the pitch and multiplying this value by the
probability of a goal given a shot from that specific location. This allows us
to determine the value added of each pass and carry.

Based on this position-based xT, Danny Drinkwater made the list of
the top 25 players in total xT that season. Marc Albrighton and Riyad
Mahrez both made the top 25 in xT/action. This statistic takes the player’s
xT value and divides it by the total number of actions the player was
involved in. Retrospectively, Riyad Mahrez is praised for being a key
difference maker for this Leicester City side. He was rewarded with a major
move to Manchester City and has had an amazing career after his
Leicester City tenure. However, it cannot be understated how important the
play of Danny Drinkwater and Marc Albrighton were for this team’s
success. I am glad this statistic shines the spotlight on these players who
are often quick to be overlooked but were pivotal to Leicester City’s
success.
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Table 4:
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Table 5:

Table 4:
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Table 6:
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Before proceeding, I must give a proper acknowledgement to Sarah
Rudd who presented her xT statistic at the 2011 MIT Sloan Sports Analytics
Conference. This statistic was derived by using Markov Chains in
possession. Her analysis paved the way for the creation of action-based xT
which is able to assign a value to each play within a possession chain.

Since the statistic is using possessions that end in a shot, the top 25
players on these lists will naturally be filled with forwards. In fact, every
player who is on the three lists played in an attacking role at some point
during this season. For this reason, I believe that action-based xT is a good
measure for attacking players and not so much for midfielders and
defenders. The players that stand out from Leicester City are Jamie Vardy,
Riyad Mahrez, Shinji Okazaki, and Jose Ulloa. These players all stepped
up to provide major contributions for a Leicester City attack that scored the
third most goals in the Premier League that season. Jamie Vardy appears
on all three lists which indicates how potent and reliable he was for
Leicester City’s attacking success.
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Table 7:
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Table 8:
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Table 9:
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Pressure

The next section of my analysis is focused on the defensive side of
the ball. It is in this area of the game where I believe that Leicester City
excelled the most. To play a direct style of football with this much success
you need to be able to consistently thwart the opposition’s attack time and
time again, especially when your team ranks in the bottom 5 in ball
possession.

The first statistic that I measure within this section is pressure. All
football fans know that it is much easier to create offense when you are
given time and space. Pressure forces the attacking team into more
challenging positions, can stymie attempts at playing dangerous passes,
and force mistakes that give the ball away and create counterattacking
opportunities. Leicester City were the third best team in total team
pressures, only trailing Liverpool and Aston Villa.

Midfielders Danny Drinkwater and N’Golo Kanté led the team in
pressures by a wide margin. Both players averaged between 21-24
pressures per game which was about 5 more pressures per game than the
next highest player Marc Albrighton. Those three players mentioned
finished within the top 25 players by total pressure count with Kanté and
Drinkwater also finishing in the top 25 for pressures per 90.

Of course, it is not simply enough to measure team and individual
pressure counts. I wanted to determine which locations Leicester City
pressured the most. I once again created a heatmap to visualize this and it
is apparent that Leicester City pressured the opposing players the most
when they had the ball on the flanks within the midfield and the attacking
third of the field. Of course, this heatmap only takes into account the total
pressure numbers. It does not normalize for locations which are more
prone to pressures such as the area in front of goal. In Figure 33, I created
a heatmap for all 20 Premier League teams where each bin is normalized
based on the league average for each bin. This heatmap provides an
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accurate visualization of where each team pressured the ball compared to
the other teams in the league. We can see from this display that Leicester
City pressured the ball frequently near the 4 corner flags, particularly the
left defending corner flag. As we would expect, the team also ranked above
average in all three bins on the flanks. This shows that Leicester City were
opportunistically pressuring the ball in all three areas of the pitch. And if the
ball was close to either touchline, they were a good bet to pressure the ball.

Figure 28:
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Figure 29:
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Figure 30:
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Figure 31:
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Figure 32:
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Figure 33:
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Passes Allowed per Defensive Action (PPDA)

Now that we know the areas Leicester City pressed the most, I
wanted to get a better idea of how aggressive they were when the
opponent had the ball. Passes allowed before defensive action (PPDA) is a
great metric that can provide us an idea of just that. This statistic measures
how many passes the other team completes within their attacking 60% of
the pitch before a pressure, tackle, duel, or foul. Teams with a high average
PPDA typically focus on their defensive structure and allow the opponents
more time and space.

The philosophy behind this style of defending is to allow teams to
complete non-threatening passes while ensuring that they do not complete
passes or dribbles that break down their structure and lead to high danger
scoring chances. Leicester City rank near the middle of the pack in this
statistic which suggests that they were methodical in when they would
apply pressure and attempt to win the ball back. This strategy makes sense
as an optimal one since committing to an aggressive press is taxing on
your squad throughout the course of the season. As we saw earlier,
Leicester City largely kept the same players on the pitch which means that
they played a lot of minutes. To accomplish this, the players would have
had to be in tip top shape and also extremely prepared to avoid injuries.
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Figure 34:
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Counterpress

Staying on the topic of pressing, one of the most important metrics in
modern football is the renowned counterpress or gegenpress metric. This
style of pressing gained notoriety with Pep Guardiola’s Barcelona teams of
the late 2000s and early 2010s and later became a staple of Jurgen
Klopp’s Borussia Dortmund and Liverpool teams. The philosophy behind
counterpressing is to press extremely aggressively oftentimes with multiple
players immediately after losing the ball to try and win it back. This type of
press is extremely effective when executed properly since the pressing
team can oftentimes win the ball in dangerous areas. Another advantage of
counterpressing is that it can quickly stimy any attempts of an opponent
counterattack. This is because time and space is typically required to play
incisive passes leading to a break. By quickly placing the ball carrier under
pressure, the counterpressing team essentially eliminates these passing
options even when conceding lots of space in behind.

For simplicity, I named this metric immediate possession regains
since many readers are not familiar with counterpressing and simply want
to view the visualizations. Leicester City finished 4th among all Premier
League teams in immediate possession regains with 12.71 per game. That
season, counterpressing was a major driver of success as perennial top 6
contenders Liverpool, Tottenham, and Manchester City were the teams that
bested them in this metric .
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Figure 35:

By looking at the heatmap in Figure 36, it can be seen that Leicester
City were the most effective at counterpressing in the attacking midfield
area, specifically, on the right side of the midfield. Regaining the ball in
these areas can be a major driver of success and there is a trend since
most of the teams who finished in the top half of the table did well in
regaining the ball in these areas shortly after losing it.
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Figure 36:
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Defensive Actions Analysis

Next, I wanted to determine which players contributed the most on
the defensive side of the ball. To do this I created my own points system for
defensive actions that players performed on the pitch. I separated these
actions into three groups. The first group of actions were awarded 2 points
per action. These actions are: Ball Winning Tackles and Interceptions,
Recovery Passes, and Ball Recoveries. These actions were awarded the
two points per action (the most) since they not only stopped an opponent's
attack but also recovered possession potentially leading to a counterattack.
The second group of actions were awarded 1 point per action. These
actions are: Pressures, Disruptive Tackles, Disruptive Interceptions,
Clearances, and Blocks. These actions are awarded one point instead of
two because while these actions are extremely valuable in disrupting an
opponent’s attack, they do not win the ball back for the defending team.
Lastly, the third group is only comprised of one action called Dribbled Past.
This action is awarded -1 point since it is a negative outcome for a player to
dribble past you. With these groups of actions defined, I summed up every
player in the Premier League’s points that season based on all the actions
they were involved in. The results are shown below in Table 10 .

Impressively, both N’Golo Kanté and Danny Drinkwater ranked in the
top 3 of this list for all players in the Premier League that season. This
reinforces the notion that those two players were the best defensive
midfield pairing in the league that season as they were the best at both
regaining possession of the ball and disrupting the opponent’s attack.
Christian Fuchs also made this list as the right back finished with an
impressive 1587 points.
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Table 10:

Figure 38:
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Figure 37:
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Goals Saved Above Expected

Finally we arrive at the true last line of defense, the goalkeeper. As
we know, statistics aimed at measuring the performance of goalkeepers
has improved significantly over the past few years. Gone are the days of
simply using goals against, clean sheets, or even save percentage to
measure a goalkeeper’s performances. With the implementation of xG
models, we can now determine the quality of chances a team gives up and
the difficulty of shots a goalkeeper faces each match. With the inclusion of
xG we can now measure a goalkeeper’s performance using a statistic
called saves made above expected. This statistic is measured by first
summing up the xG of all shots on target and subtracting the total xG value
by the goals against. For the sake of simplicity, this statistic is included
under the column xG - GA. I only included goalkeepers who played a
minimum of 1500 minutes for this analysis.

For this statistic, Leicester City goalkeeper Kasper Scmeichel ranked
in the middle of the pack, slightly worse than the median goalkeeper on the
list. This means based on this measurement, Kasper Schmeichel did not
perform better than the average goalkeeper the season that Leicester City
won the EPL title. A strong case can be made that the team defense
contributed more to Leicester’s success in keeping the ball out of the net
than the goalkeeper. However, it must not be understated that oftentimes
goalkeepers are largely judged by making timely saves. With Leicester City
winning a majority of their matches, Kasper Schmeichel must be given
credit for making the saves when he needed to for the team to achieve their
results.
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Table 9:
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Player Radar Plots

To finish off this analysis, I included the player radar plots for the
consensus three most important players for Leicester City that season. The
first plot displays Jamie Vardy’s per 90 stats in percentiles compared to the
forwards in the Premier League that season. Jamie Vardy was in the upper
echelon for non-penalty expected goals and goals while also ranking above
average in air duels and assists among forwards. Conversely, Jamie Vardy
ranked below average in the other statistics, suggesting that he was
objectively one of the best finishers in the Premier League that season
who’s strengths were utilized well within Leicester City’s system.
​

The second radar plot displays the statistics for Riyad Mahrez. He
was elite for his position in generating goals and assists, ranking in the
92nd and 91st percentile respectfully among wingers. Interestingly, Mahrez
ranked above average for non-penalty expected goals and danger passes
but nowhere near elite. This suggests that Mahrez and Vardy were among
the very best in converting their chances into goals. Riyad Mahrez also
ranked in the 98th percentile among wingers for completed dribbles. Since
there is more emphasis on the winger position to be creative in taking on
the opponent’s defenders and beating them in 1v1s, Riyad Mahrez was in a
league of his own that season in terms of creating chances and threatening
the opponent’s final third.

Finally, I analyze N’Golo Kanté who was elite among midfielders in
most of the defensive statistics I analyzed. Kanté impressively ranked in
the 99th percentile in ball recoveries, 98th percentile in ground duels won,
97th percentile in pressures, and 92nd percentile in recovery passes.
Basically, Kanté was one of if not the very best midfielder at pressuring and
winning the ball back for their team. While he did not contribute much
directly in attack, his ability to read when to press and execute his
challenges to win the ball back were invaluable in spearheading his team’s
attacks, putting his attacking teammates in a great position to succeed.

62



Figure 38:
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Figure 39:
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Figure 40:
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Conclusion

2015-16 Leicester City were able to defy all the odds and win the EPL
title in their second season post promotion. However, once I started to dig
deeper and paint a picture as to how they were able to accomplish this feat,
I realized that this team achieved their success in an extremely
unconventional fashion. Relative to previous Premier League champions,
this team won the title without retaining possession of the ball, instead
hitting their opponents with a flurry of counterattacks and dangerous long
balls in behind. To commit to playing this direct style of football requires the
perfect blend of discipline and commitment as well as elite defensive
players and dynamic clinical attackers. It just so happened that this squad
had all of the ingredients needed to successfully play this style, win the
elusive EPL Title, and capture the hearts of so many football fans.

The fact that all of these factors came together for Leicester City to
capture this level of success really shows how rare such a feat is in the
EPL. It is highly unlikely we will witness a team like this achieve this level of
success in our lifetime and I believe we must cherish them and implement
some important lessons, both in our own football careers if we have one
and furthermore our own lives. No matter who you are or what your
background is, with commitment, discipline, and heart, you can accomplish
feats that no one believes were even possible, even if your strategy is bold
and unconventional.
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